[Role of postoperative irradiation for carcinoma of the uterine cervix: multivariate analysis of prognostic factors and patterns of failure].
We retrospectively analyzed the patterns of recurrence in 48 patients who underwent postoperative irradiation following surgery for carcinoma of the uterine cervix. The end points of pelvic control, distant metastases and disease-free survival were analyzed for parameters including FIGO stage, nodal status, degree of stromal invasion, histology and tumor size. Univariate and multivariate analyses showed that some prognostic parameters had little influence on pelvic control rate, but had a marked impact on the incidence of distant metastases and disease-free survival rate. These results suggest that postoperative irradiation improves pelvic control rate, but has little therapeutic benefit in preventing distant metastases or improving survival rate. In conclusion, we should give more consideration to adjuvant systemic therapy in addition to postoperative irradiation for high-risk patients.